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Upcoming Visitors
and Topics of Stuay

Multi-Regional (8)
Anti i Terrorism
July 12-16

Ukraine (5)
Energy
July 17-22

Armenia (3)
Roads
July 19-23

India (5)
Environmental Protection
July 22-26

Namibia (3)
HIV/AIDS
July 23-26

South America (19)
Accountability in
Government

July 26-31

Multi-Regional (22)
Sustainable
Development
August 13-19

Haiti (9)
Public Administration
August 27-30

We encourage you to view
the Visitors Page of our
website. If you would like
to meet with a particular
visitor, please contact the
office at 504 / 529-1509.
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VOLUNTEERS FETED AT ANNUAL EVENT

The second annual Volun-
teer Thank You Party was
a wonderful chance for
New Orleans Citizen Di-
plomacy Council
(NOCDC) members and
volunteers to reacquaint
themselves with each
other and with the impor-
tant role that the Interna-
tional Visitor Leadership
Program (IVLP) and other
exchanges play in citizen
diplomacy. The June
26th event was held at the
newly-opened Southern
Food and Beverage Mu-
seum & featured Indian
food to give the party the
appropriate international
flare. About 150 NOCDC
members and guests en-
joyed the evening.
Among them were several
international delegates.
Carol Grabauskas, Dep-
uty Director of the Office
of International Visitors at
the U.S. Department of

State, attended as a spe-
cial guest.

Recipients of the NOCDC
iOut standing

| omat Awar do
Raphael Cassimere, Jr.,
of the University of New
Orleans, Vicki Weeks,
Executive Director of Belle
Reve, and Dr. Robert A.
Thomas of Loyola Univer-

(Above)

Bernadette

Orleans Legal Assistance (left) and

NOCDC Senior Program C

fficer

Rosemarie Fowler (right) at the Vol-
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eets

delegations and most recently partici-
pated in a June Open World program

from Ukraine..

sity. These three profes-
sionals met with numer-
ous delegations over the
past year, aiding the
NOCDC in its effort to
provide quality program-
ming for visitors sent to
Louisiana.

In her acceptance of the
award, Vicki Weeks
stated that talking with
international delegates is

cont. page 4

(Left) Heather Farnsworth and the
other NOCDC board members hosted

the event.




Visitor Feedback

In a letter addressed to a
national program officer,
Andrey Starovoytov, Deputy
Head of the Federal Agency
of the Russian Federation for
Construction, Housing and
Municipal Economy, wrote,
fiPlease accept my
sincere thanks for your
personal input into
organizing of the study
tour for Russian
specialists on the topic of
Housing development in
the U.Sewhichtook place
in May [2008] within the
framework of International
Visitor Leadership Pro-
gram. Let me also, in
your person, express the
most sincere gratitude to
all your colleagues, taken
part in preparation and
undertaking of this pro-
gram in Washington DC,
New Orleans, Salt Lake
City, San Francisco, [the]
state [of] Vermont and

New York City.

| hope, that the new
knowledges [sic] and
more deep [sic] under-
standing of the American
experience in housing
sphere [will] allow us to
suggest more efficient
instruments for providing
[the] Russian people with
really modern and afford-
able homes.

"Thanks for the job well
done. [I] Look forward to
continued network and
synergy in efforts to
change the world for the
better." 7 a recent visitor
from Zimbabwe

"I'm not naive. | know
why [the United States
government] invited us,
but this was not clumsy

lobbying. It was fun and
we learned a lot.™ - from
an article about the Inter-
national Visitor Leader-
ship Program and its influ-
ence entitted "Giving
Young French Muslims a
Close Look at the U.S.,"
The New York Times,
June 8, 2008

iThe organi z
an extraordinary one
because the concern on
HIV/IAIDS is something
recognized internationally
but only very few people
[and] organizations work
on it. The organization is
indeed a champion and a

her o i n t hai
visitor from the
Philippines commenting

on Vicki Weeks and Belle
Reve

June 2008 Figures

Total Visitorsi 50
Total Room Nights i 215

Countries Represented

Afghanistan, Angola, Armenia, Bangladesh,
Camer oon, Chad,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti,

Egypt, India, Italy, Latvia, Madagascar,
Malaysia, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Senegal, Sri Lanka, Togo, Ukraine,
Zimbabwe

Cot e

Tel: 504 /529 - 1509

Mary Dennis, Director

Jeaméu? F\;)sgelr, rPrgg,ram Cecg/rdén?t%rs

New Orleans Citizen Diplomacy Council
1215 Prytania Street, Suite 203
New Orleans, LA 70130

Rosemarie Fowler, Senior Program Officer
Jena Melancon, Program Consultant
Rachel Schillaci, Program Officer

Ines Sigel, Program Intern
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http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001IUaYBTT28blIZmujSEKlg66CwzGYuO5_b3CDhsEiQ6PqcR3P1JZqSHreghQCG4ImzaDBXvXZcW0CbaNv2fuTzzCTdakdLuIG8kALD_SHTmRNBLDDvj5YnJRACk-7nLX98kQTMBbpAogKtOWQbnxKex6NU-lmNpXX-NZ_Sg-jziieMxtfPUVGDnTT_6AuTj_toSGqRFBHaNCA64GeeGLLhhSkGg1tlVbElbTbi2iK
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001IUaYBTT28blIZmujSEKlg66CwzGYuO5_b3CDhsEiQ6PqcR3P1JZqSHreghQCG4ImzaDBXvXZcW0CbaNv2fuTzzCTdakdLuIG8kALD_SHTmRNBLDDvj5YnJRACk-7nLX98kQTMBbpAogKtOWQbnxKex6NU-lmNpXX-NZ_Sg-jziieMxtfPUVGDnTT_6AuTj_toSGqRFBHaNCA64GeeGLLhhSkGg1tlVbElbTbi2iK
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001IUaYBTT28blIZmujSEKlg66CwzGYuO5_b3CDhsEiQ6PqcR3P1JZqSHreghQCG4ImzaDBXvXZcW0CbaNv2fuTzzCTdakdLuIG8kALD_SHTmRNBLDDvj5YnJRACk-7nLX98kQTMBbpAogKtOWQbnxKex6NU-lmNpXX-NZ_Sg-jziieMxtfPUVGDnTT_6AuTj_toSGqRFBHaNCA64GeeGLLhhSkGg1tlVbElbTbi2iK

African Group Studies Conflict Resolution

Ten delegates represent-
ing as many African coun-
tries arrived in  New
Orleans in late June with
four U.S. Department of
State
three

day program

addressing conflict reso-

lution.

Appointments included a

discussion at WWL News |

Radio on the role of the
media in post-Katrina
New Orleans and a meet-
ing with Community Me-
diation Services to ex-
plore local conflict resolu-
tion techniques and the
role of mediation in the
juvenile justice system.
The group focused on
HIV/AIDs-related discrimi-
nation at Brotherhood,
Inc. and on protecting
human rights in the state
judicial system at the Lou-
isiana Justice Coalition.
Before flying home, their
final session included an
evaluation of their

translators on a |

o
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(above) IVLP participants
Senegal & Chad were lucky e
be in town for the annual V¢
Thank You Party. They enjo
museum and evening with N

members, ten Open World de

and fourteen other IVLP partic

national program.

Thank you to all who
interacted with  these
visitors. We are looking

forward to their feedback.

f
nit Welcome New

lur
vt Members

OCDC

pdies, Ponce & Peter
aardner  joined the
NOCDC last month.
They are both develop-
ers & Peter also works
as a contractor. They
enjoy travelling and have
recently returned from
Morocco. Welcome!
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NOCDC Board Members

President, Walter Wolf Il1
Attorney, Entergy Corp.

Vice President, Neal Morris
Owner, Redmellon
Restoration & Development

Secretary, Mary |. Hicks
University of New Orleans

Treasurer, John Hopper
City Park

Heather Farnsworth
Community Activist

Dominick Gannon

Marianna Rubino
Attorney & Consultant

Elizabeth Williams
Attorney & Consultant
(Immediate Past
President)

Thank You to Our
Corporate Sponsors

Ambassador Circle
Gambit Weekly
Sponsor

Redmellon
Restoration & Development

Supporter
Southern Food Museum




"Farawayy g |
places with

strange ahighlight of her job as it
; enables her to meet the
soundlng world  without leaving

names are_New Orleans. In thank-

. ing the NOCDC board,
obllterated Dr. Thomas attested that

when an meeting visitors is  al-
ways a pleasure. Dr.

International cassimere reflected that
i after meeting over three
VISItOI’ dozen from all of the

pOintS 1O A populated continents, he

must conclude that truly
hometown ONsEol Ks i s

glObeS andwater Wolf, President of

the NOCDC Board, and
WOI’|d maps Mary Dennis, director of

N MY that organization, pre-

sented the three
CIaSSI’oom'awardees with  hand-

Time, some Citizen Diplomacy
Crystal Globe Awards.

geog raphyMs. Grabauskas also

politics, presented  plaques i
recognition of their ser-

money, andvice to the NOCDC & to
SpaCethe IVLP, noting her
become
vividly
understand
abl

unt eer s

- Sophie
Holley Ellis

Year Awara
Recipient
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thanks for their volun-
teerism and pointing out
that the IVLP would
never succeed if it were
to depend upon the ef-
forts of the government
alone.

Ms. Grabauskas also
shared recent IVLP suc-
cess stories including
that of two participants
who were inspired to
raise public awareness
in their home country of
Syria about breast can-
cer after participating as

IVLP delegates in a
Awal k for t
Diego.

The formal program con-
cluded with an Armenian
IVLP participant playing
his saxophone for the
group.

Thank you to everyone
who attended and to all

cont. from page 1

of our professional re-
sources for generously
giving their time and tal-
ents to the NOCDC and
to the IVLP, the ex-
change program consis-
tently ranked by U.S.
ambassadors as being
the most effective public
diplomacy tool at their
fingertips.
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from right) Carol Grabad
Deputy Director of the O
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Department of State. The
Outstanding Citizen Dipl
are Dr. Robert A. Tho
(second from left), Dr. R
Cassimere, Jr. (middle), a
Vicki Weeks (right).
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More Pictures from the Annual Awards Party

Thank you to Elizabeth Willi
and the Southern Food & B
age Museum for providing g
excellent venue for our &
affair. Thank you also to (
Grabauskas, Deputy Direct
the Office of International Visi
at the U.S. Department of
for travelling from Washin
D.C. to further honor our a
winners with plaques reco
their service to our country.




Open World Group from Ukraine Visits New Orleans
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(Left) Ms. Bernadette D'S
receives a gift from the del
(Right) Lilya Rustemi
Budzhurova, Senior Edito
Journali st Wi
TV and Radio Company

(Top left) The delegation with Ms.
Paula Schlumbrecht, Vice [Presi-
dent of Membership & Market-
ing, Girl Scouts of Southeast
Louisiana; (Above) Meeting News
Editor Katherine Koppel| of
WGNO-TV; (Below) John
Exnicios and participant Hanna
Borova at t he [o
ceremony; (Left) Greg Beuerman of
Beuerman Miller Fitzgerald Public
Relations with the delegates|

Photos courtesy of www.openworld.gov
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Professional Resources

Americabds Wet | &iBidneF@otfeedat i on
Ann Kiefer, Leon Cannizzaro Campaign
Arts Council New Orleans 8 Karen Kern

Beacon of Hope Resource Center 8 Denise Thornton,
Jackie Richard

Brotherhood Inc. 8 Chentrell Comeaux, Mark Johnson

Beuerman Miller Fitzgerald Public Relations 8 Greg
Beuerman, Virginia Miller

Buisson Creative Strategies 8 Greg Buisson
Bureau of Governmental Research 8 Janet Howard

City of New Orleans & Sonya Armstrong, Jill Hickman,
Kate Schneiderman

Community Mediation Services 8 Susan Norwood, Nell
Bolton, Orissa Arend, Greg Griffith

Girl Scouts of Southeastern Louisiana 8 Paul Schlumbrecht
Grace House of Louisiana, Inc. 8 Michelle Gaiennie

Greater New Orleans Foundation 3 Martha McDermott
Landrum

Jason Berry, Journalist

Jay Batt

Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters 8 Dennis DiMarco

John Exnicios

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 8 Linda Levy
LouisianaRebuilds.info 3 Deborah Cotton

Louisiana Justice Coalition 3 Heather Horton Hall, Celeste
Lofton Bagert

Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra 8 Babs Mollere, Marlene
Jaffe

Loyola University 8 Michael Perlstein

Lucy Chun, Realtor

O Thank you to our professional resources and to their colleagues for meeting with our visitors

Metropolitan Center for Women and Children 8 Wayne
Barnes, Dale Standifer

New Orleans Dance Academy & Jackie Fry
New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Foundation 8 Don Marshall

New Orleans Legal Assistance Coordination 8 Bernadette
D6Souza

New Orleans Museum of Art 8 Jacqueline Sullivan
New Orleans Police Department 8 Captain Gary Gremillion

New Orleans Public Library 8 Donna Schremser,
Irene Wainwright

Newcomb College Center for Research on Women &
Beth Willinger, Charlotte

Second Harvest Food Bank 8 Heather Hilliard

D6 O

Sid Arroyo, Political and Media Strategist

Southern Food and Beverage Museum 8 Elizabeth Williams
The Trumpet & Ted Hornick

Tulane Environmental Law Clinic 8 Dr. Adam Babich

Tulane Institute on Water Resources Law and Policy o
Mark Davis

United States Army Corps of Engineers 8 Chris Brantley,
Elizabeth Branley

University of New Orleans 8 Christine Day

United Way Womends 4 keiglh €horpdyi p
Florence Andre, Flo Shorenstein, Margo DuBos

USGS LA Water Science Center 8 Charles Demas
Hands on New Orleans 8 Tony Zebrowski

WDSU-TV (Channel 6) 8 Lu Adams, Roop Raj, Gayle
Brignac, Greg Sheppard

WGNO-TV & Katherine Koppel
WWL Radio 8 Dave Cohen

Young Leadership Council 8 Cherie Thompson, LaToria
Willis

Home Hospitality

sightseeing.

i Thank you to all who provided transportation or welcomed visitors with home hospitality and

Denver Mullican gave a visitor from Italy a tour covering the history & recovery of New Orleans.

Jim and Jo-Ann Hebert hosted visitors from Italy and the Ukraine in two dinner receptions at their home.

Rosemarie Fowler hosted a group of international investigative journalists and a Women's Leadership group from Asia in two dinner

receptions at her home.

Oscar Levy, John Exnicios, Rosemarie Fowler, and Jeanne and John Foster hosted Ukraine visitors for an eight day homestay.
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