Open World — Russia (5)
Arts
April 18 — May 2

African Regional (15)
Grassroots Democracy
April 23 — 26

Middle East Regional (8)
Arts
April 26 — 30

Korea (5)
Nonprofit Management
April 30 — May 4

Multi Regional Project (27)
Foreign Service National
Training Class

May 4 -7

Middle East (10)
Conflict Resolution
May 6 — 10

Middle East (3)
Security and Anti-
Terrorism

May 7-10

MRP (6)
Accountability in Good
Government

May 10-May 14

We encourage you to view
the Visitors Page of our
website at
www.nocdc.com. If you
would like to meet with a
particular visitor, please
contact the office at

504 /529-15009.

During a recent trip to
Washington, D.C., New
Orleans Citizen Diplo-
macy Council board mem-
ber Neal Morris visited the
Embassy of the State of
Qatar to deliver a Resolu-
tion of Appreciation from
the City of New Orleans to
the Qatar Foundation, a
nonprofit organization
founded by the Emir of
Qatar. The framed docu-
ment thanks the people of
Qatar for the initial $60
million dollars in aid they
gave to organizations af-
ter Hurricane Katrina.

Among the first recipients
of the Qatari generosity
were the College of Phar-
macy at Xavier University,
Tulane University, the
New Orleans Children’s
Hospital, Habitat for Hu-
manity, the March of

and Louisiana
State University. The
Qatar Katrina Fund has
since given millions more
to the city.

The Consul of the State of
Qatar, Hamad M. Al-
Dosari, received the reso-

Dimes,

lution and was pleased to
hear of the progress being
made in the area.

Every year our office
sends king cakes to the
National Programming
Agencies to thank them for
their support of our coun-
cil. The cakes are quite
popular as they are
usually the only Mardi
Gras fare served in those
offices.

This year at the conven-
tion we also supplied
dozens of beads, some

magnets designed as
miniature replicas of New
Orleans street tiles, and a
small number of feather
masks to our colleagues
in  Washington, D.C,,
thanking them for their
support and reminding
everyone that there is no
place quite like New
Orleans in the United
States.




Total Visitors — 14

We would like to extend a
welcome to two new mem-
bers and congratulate two
others.

Fatima Sakarya joined the
NOCDC in December. She
is an attorney, speaks fluent
Turkish, and has already
hosted African visitors in her
Mandeville home.

Giselle Cosma is a senior
account executive at Gambit
and has also jumped right
into the role of citizen diplo-
mat by hosting a recent visi-
tor from Australia.

Congratulations to long-time
NOCDC member Joel
Myers. The National Council

Total Room Nights — 68

Chile, Iraq, Russia

of Jewish Women (NCJW)
recently awarded her the
“2008 Outstanding Pioneer
Award” for her advocacy work
in New Orleans. Ms. Myers
has served several terms as
Vice President, Public Affairs
for the NCJW, Greater New
Orleans, and it was her tire-
less efforts in public advocacy
which the national organiza-
tion recognized when present-
ing her with the award.

Ms. Myers is a retired civics
and social studies teacher.
After Hurricane Katrina, she
organized many debates and
public forums in conjunction
with the NCJW including a
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“Gubernatorial Issues Forum”
and “The New Orleans May-
oral Debate,” a televised
event viewed throughout the
nation. Ms. Myers has been
a member of the NOCDC
since 1955. She meets pro-
fessionally with visitors who
are studying elections and
civic responsibility and also
offers home hospitality.

Congratulations also to
NOCDC board member
John Exnicios whose stellar
work with the Open World
Program of the U.S. Library
of Congress was recently
highlighted in that organiza-
tion’s newsletter.




One of the benefits of
NOCDC membership is the
opportunity to host visitors
participating in the Interna-
tional Visitors Leadership
Program (IVLP). The dele-
gates, having been carefully
selected by our U.S. embas-
sies, are not only motivated
professionals but also inter-
esting dinner companions.
While our office is indebted
to the many people who
share meals with IVLP par-
ticipants, we often find our-
selves on the receiving end
of thank you notes from
those very same generous
members. Below are a few
that have come into the of-
fice over the past weeks.

“l wanted to let you know
that we had a delightful
dinner and evening with our
guests....[The visitors] were
very relaxed and we really
enjoyed having them over to
our home....[We] look

Volunteerism is incorporated
into many of the international
visitor projects.  The re-
sponses we receive regard-
ing this aspect of our pro-
gramming are overwhelm-
ingly positive. The below
feedback from a half day of
volunteering with the St.
Bernard Project s typical:

“Something that all countries
must adopt herself. Good
coordination, good motiva-
tion, best feelings.”

- Visitor from Turkey

“l learned a new skill... and
mostly the importance of
volunteering and what huge
accomplishments it can do”

- Visitor from Lebanon

forward to keeping in touch
with them via e-mail, and
hosting more visitors to New
Orleans.”

“My first hosting dinner went
very well. My visitors...were
waiting at the Best Western
Landmark right on time
when | arrived and interest-
ingly enough the most
mundane part of the
evening, the ride over the
causeway bridge, was the
topic of most interest!
Knowing it's one of the
longest bridges, if not the
longest bridge in the world,
fascinated them. We had a
delightful dinner and the
conversation was truly
collaborative as we each
asked the other about their
culture and the issues that
seem most thorny.... Both
my husband and stepdaugh-

ter...really enjoyed the
dinner also.”

“It was an exciting
experience. | got the mes-

sage that so precious, is
how to make our self sincere
in helping somebody who

needs help from me. I've
learned about how to
motivate people to help

another together. Probably |
can do this to my friends
hopefully.”

- Visitor from Indonesia

The visitors learned new
skills!  And had the
opportunity to work along
young people who were
volunteering.”

- English Language Officer
accompanying a group

“I really enjoyed the visi-
tors. They were all young
and friendly. They gave
me numerous gifts and
TWO DOZEN beautiful
rust and gold colored
roses, which matched my
decor!! Thank you for the
opportunity.”

The World Affairs Council
of New Orleans is focus-
ing on China during April.
Programs will include a
discussion on the ethics of
intelligence activities.
Other events include a
“China Town Hall’ and a
Great Decisions program
on the economic rivalry
between the U.S. and
China. Contact 504 / 523-
2201 for more information.




— Thank you to our professional resources & to their colleagues for meeting with our visitors

5™ Circuit US Court of Appeals — Charles R. Port of New Orleans, Harbor Police — Robert
Fulbruge 111 Hecker
Jefferson Parish Clerk of Court — John Firmin Rebuilding Together — Kristin Giselson-Palmer,

Jefferson Parish District Attorney’s Office — Camille Lopez

Timothy McElroy Regional Transit Authority — Cesar Burgos,
Rosalind Cook, Mark Major, Sgt. Herbert Warren

Mayor’s Office of Homeland Security — Col. Terry

Ebbert St. Bernard Parish — Craig Taffaro, Elizabeth

Metropolitan Crime Commission — Anthony McDoug_aII, Jerry Graves, David Dysart, Danny Bour-
) geois, Bill Hyland

Radosti

New Orleans Fire Department — Chief Charles Tulane University — Katherine Mattes

Parent, Chief Joseph Matthews, Chief Bruce Martin US Marshal's Service — Michael Credo

New Orleans Police and Justice Foundation —
Heidi Unter

— Thank you to all who provided transportation or welcomed visitors with home hospitality and sight seeing.

David and Eirleen Brown hosted six visitors from Russia in their home for dinner.
Dick and Carla Gannon hosted six visitors from Iraq in their home for dinner.
Mrs. Rosemarie Fowler hosted three visitors from Irag and one visitor from Chile in her home for dinners.

Dr. Michael Huelshoff and Ms. Margarita Ahumada hosted a visitor from Chile in their home for dinner.
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